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Synopsis

In the field of popular fiction David Baldacci is far ahead of the competition. Continuing his string of
New York Times best sellers, Baldacci presents his most electrifying story to date-a novel of
nonstop action, vividly etched characters, and an astounding vision of the inner sanctums of our
government. Not far from Washington, D.C., in a wooded area of Northern Virginia, a small house at
the end of a gravel road serves a secret purpose. With its sophisticated security apparatus and
hidden miniaturized cameras, it is being used by the FBI to interview one of the most important
witnesses the agency has ever had, a young woman with an incredible story to tell. But a few
people know about the secret meeting. And for them, a violent drama is about to begin. One man-a
local private investigator named Lee Adams-has come to the house on the orders of his client.
Another man, a hired killer, stakes out the house on orders from his powerful paymasters. And the
witness, Faith Lockhart, is coming to tell the FBI everything she knows about the powerful lobbyist
with whom she has worked, a man who manipulates U.S. government policy and who, in the
process, made some very dangerous enemies. Then, before Faith can tell her story, the hit man
pulls the trigger and the wrong victim falls. Now Faith Lockhart is on the run-from the most
dangerous people in America-with Lee Adams, a man she doesn’t know, yet must trust.A relentless
chase novel that unfolds as both the FBI and a killer search for Faith and Lee, this is also a searing
and utterly suspenseful tale of power gone mad in Washington, and of one woman’s desperate
attempt to break out of a web of corruption and terror that reaches much further than even she can
know. In the hands of master storyteller David Baldacci, Saving Faith elevates the thriller to a new
level and poses stunning questions about the rules we live by, the rules we are governed by-and

what happens when some people make rules of their own...
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Customer Reviews

As a diehard Baldacci fan | consider this book his weakest effort so far. The plot is a little too
contrived, the characters lack depth, and overall while the book is a decent read, it is not a thrilling
page turner like his previous novels. If you have not read Baldacci before don’t start with this one.

Try "The Winner."lIt is far more thrilling and much better written.

Baldacci has fallen into the same trap that John Grisham did. After writing several engaging stories,
he’s now churning out books that do a decent job of entertaining but break little new ground. In fact,
Saving Faith has so much in common with Pelican Brief that it's scary:- smart, attractive female lead
from hard-knocks upbrining who’s making it on her own- older father figure who acts as mentor-
cardboard cut-out bad guys from the federal government, complete with extraordinary powers- elite
international assassin who screws up his hit on our lovable female leadThe list goes on. Don’t get
me wrong - this isn’t an entirely unlikeable story - it's just that it doesn’t break any new ground. The
characters are straight out of central casting - the strong but lonely PI, the about-to-be-divorced
loner FBI agent who's fighting the system for what'’s right, etc.The story moves along at a good clip,
and the last 1/3 of the book is quite entertaining. There are a few twists that you may not see
coming - and | won’t reveal them here - but nothing earth-shattering.Baldacci’s at his best when
describing the political system (he once practiced law in DC and knows quite a bit about the Hill). It's
when he writes in intricate detail about a certain type of custom-made bullet imported from Europe
for the assassin, or when he goes on and on about what type of gun someone is using, that he
strays off-target. This isn’t his area of expertise - it's as if it comes from someone else verbatim. He
may have done his homework, but does it really serve the story?Overall, this is a decent beach

book. Not nearly as good as some of Baldacci’'s better books, but still a good read.

This book was a huge disappointment when compared to Baldacci’s previous works. Bland
characters & constant pontificating about the big bad governmnent. | admire his attempt to raise
awareness for the plight of LDC’s, but how about writing a readable book & subsequently donating
the proceeds. This book reminds me of Grisham’s Street Lawyer, more opinion than story. You

would be better off rereading Absolute Power or The Winner, then plow through this sub par work.



| had high hopes for Baldacci’s latest based on online consumer reviews and on professional
critiques of his earlier work. The best indicator of my post-read opinion (other than the title of this
review) is the fact that, rather than pass the book on to a friend, | left it in the hotel room where |
finished the novel while taking a short vacation.Problem 1: If the villain had been any more evil and
unlikable, he would have resembled an old Sunday morning cartoon character like Wile E. Coyote
or Snidely Whiplash. Look, | know it’s fiction, but can’t | expect even a modicum of
plausibility?Problem 2: Once Baldacci had described the hero and heroine, | could have written the
rest of the book for him, with only marginally less impressive results. | certainly knew how the book
would end (although my own ending was more creative than Baldacci’s), and | easily forecast most
of the trials and tribulations these characters experienced.Honestly, by the midpoint, | was feeling as
if 'd wasted over $, and found finishing the book more an exercise in self-discipline than a run

towards an exciting and enjoyable finish.

| have put this book down for the last time. | have struggled to get interested...... multiple times.
Each time | picked it up again, | came away with the same question: do | care? No compelling plot
line to keep me involved; no real interest in any of the characters; | reached page 141 and simply
stopped reading and wrote these comments. | have been a victim of the hype usually associated
with the release of any new work by a recent NY Times bestselling author. | have to learn to be

more discriminating.

Based on the reviews | read here | was expecting this book to be implausible, boring, slow - it was
none of that.l loved the CIA spy stuff and the differences between the CIA and FBI. | thought it
started out quickly, used the middle to explain character motivations, then ended splendidly.Several
times | found myself surprised at the electronic surveillence or plot twist.| was thoroughly

entertained and would recommend this to anyone - as | would any of Mr. Baldacci’s books!

| was really looking forward to this book, butunfortunately Baldacci is continuing the downward trend
started by his last effort. Basically, his first three books were great, his last was pretty good,
however Saving Faith is simply mediocre. Number one, the plot is poor. It really doesn’t make any
sense and it is very thin. Two, the characters are very one-dimensional and dull, with the exception
of Thornhill (he is simply assinine). | wouldn’t have really cared if someone had of come in and killed

a bunch of them off- it might have been welcomed, in fact. Number three, the book is way too long-



take out all the filler and you could probably cut out minimum 50 pages. It seemed as though
Baldacci did a lot of research that he felt was necessary to stick in even though it bogged down the
plot and cut out any possible excitement or suspense. For example, almost every chapter with
Buchanan is virtually pointless except to take up page after page with all of the information Baldacci
researched about politics in Washington. And finally, there really were no major twists at all, or any
suprises much either. Although it does get better towards the end.Having said all of this, it still isn’t
really a BAD book, but | expected much more form Baldacci; there just isn’t anything to set it apart
from other, much better books. It is in a word, mediocre. If you haven’t read Baldacci before you

definitely should read one of his earlier books.
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